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OrnithOLOgist cLub 
Field Trip Report 

 

Date:  25.10.25 

Attendees: 14 

Sunrise: 07:52 

Hightide: 06:13 

Weather: Clouds, overcast 7.2C. Wind 24 mph NW 

Species Count: 56 

 

ELOC Members travelled to the Northeast for this trip, meeting at Hartlepool Headline at 

8am.   

Overnight there had been heavy rain and strong NW winds, but the rain had cleared before 

our arrival, meaning that we were treated to a sunrise over a windswept and turbulent sea.  

We started with a sea watch, while sheltering behind a wall to keep out of the cold wind.  

Apart from the expected gulls, we had views of Kittiwake, Gannet, Guillemot, Oystercatcher 

and a Red Throated Diver, which appeared to enter the harbour. 

As the sun rose, we walked south along the costal path towards the area around the Heugh 

Breakwater. Here we had excellent views of one of the target species Purple Sandpiper, with 

a minimum of 10 being seen in a small area and more scattered along the pebbled beach. 

Also present were Rock Pipit, Turnstone, Redshank, and some Eider ducks resting on the 

rocks.  

Some time was spent here, as the photographers in the group vied for the best pictures. We 

also witnessed a local man, climbing down to the rocky area to collect washed up footballs of 

various sizes and colours.  



 Continuing, we walked to Pilot Pier, where we caught up with two Red Throated Divers.  

Next, we turned inland to look at the area around the memorial gardens, in the hope of 

finding a rarity. Unfortunately, there were none, but we did find a very handsome Blackcap 

(possibly two?), which probably came in overnight. Blackbird and Robin were also present. 

Returning to our starting point, we had an early lunch sat on the benches in the warm 

morning sun. 

After lunch, we discussed the report of a Yellow Browed Warbler in willows next to the 

carpark at Blackhall Rocks, this was only a 10-minute drive away so a decision was made to 

see if we could find it. Unfortunately, the area of willows was quite large, and the warbler was 

not located although there were brief views of Goldcrest. We cut short our stay at the carpark 

as a bagpiper arrived and started to do some practicing.  

 We decided to head off to the Seaton Snook area on the River Tees estuary, parking at the 

end of Zinc Road. It was now low tide and the expanse of Wrenslark Beach held a large flock 

of Golden Plover, looking resplendent in the afternoon sun. Sharped-eyed observers picked 

out a single Knot. 

We also located a flock of Twite moving between the rocks by the Tees and a small pool in a 

nearby field. There was a report that the flock had held 43 birds, but as we watched, a hunting 

Sparrowhawk came in low and predated one of them.  

Closer to the shore was also Grey Plover (at least 20) and Dunlin along with more Redshank 

and Turnstone. We had close views of Guillemot in winter plumage on the Tees.  

The day was coming to a close, so some of the group decided to set off home while a few of 

us called in at Greatham Creek to see what was coming in on the rising tide. The only new 

birds for the day at the creek were Shelduck and Shoveler, Little Egret and Grey Heron, but 

we also saw Grey Seals coming in to rest on the mudbanks. 

I should mention that two of the group (Kev and Viv) had spotted a sickly-looking Hedgehog 

behind Wenslark beach, so they went back to see if they could find it. The Hedgehog was 

found and taken to Cleveland Hedgehog Preservation Society, where it was diagnosed as 

being dehydrated, cold and was heavily infested with the parasitic thorny headed worm. The 

Hedgehog (now named Zinc) was put on treatment and survived the night and will hopefully 

now pull through. 

A memorable day with some great birds. Thanks to Nigel and Glenn for the work they do in 

preparing these trips, and the group for making the whole experience so fun and rewarding. 
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Species List 

Whooper Swan 

Shelduck 

Shoveler 

Wigeon 

Mallard 

Teal 

Eider 

Pheasant 

Woodpigeon 

Great Crested Grebe 

Oystercatcher 

Grey Plover 

Golden Plover 

Ringed Plover 

Lapwing 

Curlew 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

Redshank 

Turnstone 

Knot 

Purple Sandpiper 

Dunlin 

Kittiwake 

Black-headed Gull 

Common Gull 

Herring Gull 

Great Black-backed Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Guillemot 

Red Throated Diver 

Gannet 

Cormorant 

Shag 

Little Egret 

Grey Heron 

Sparrowhawk 

Kestrel 

Magpie 

Carrion Crow 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Blackcap 

Goldcrest 

Wren 

Starling 

Blackbird 

Robin 

House Sparrow 

Dunnock 

Pied Wagtail (yarrellii) 

Meadow Pipit 

Rock Pipit 

Linnet 

Twite 

Goldfinch 

Greenfinch

 

 

 

 

 


